The Preacher and the Emotions: Part 2

The Importance of the Emotions and Various Pitfalls

Stoic vs Embodied / Importance of the Emotions
A Christian anthropology
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength


People want you to communicate on an emotional level
People appreciate emotion
Overly emotional or fake is harmful (I will come back to this).
Emotions shouldn’t be driving a sermon, but shouldn’t be ignored either.


Preaching with strong emotion has many biblical examples
Jeremiah was known as the ‘weeping prophet’ – Jeremiah 31:16
Paul said he preached with trembling – 1 Cor 2:3
Paul warning with tears - Acts 20:31 – “So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.”

Preachers in the bible often used emotional language as well.
Such as Paul saying he has no blood on his hands for he hasn’t held back in sharing the gospel, or Jesus overturning the tables in the temple.


Goal: appropriate connection with emotions in preaching
2 opposite pitfalls: manipulation and detached preaching

Too strongly connecting with emotions (manipulation)
False Preaching Identity

Too weakly communicating with emotions (or not at all)
(possibly this is a corrective to the first pitfall)




Groups
How do you know if you have fallen into manipulation or detached preaching?
When have you seen either of the extremes of manipulation or detached preaching?
How can we find the right balance and handle the emotional aspect of preaching well?
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